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which the Chanceries of Europe found so desperately
involved.

The Prince of Wales had once said that in inter-
course with Germans his sister was strongly English,
and when addressing herself to the English she was
strongly German. These letters of hers about the
Eastern question show the truth of that observation,
and occasionally they caused the Queen great astonish-
ment. The Crown Princess became Bismarckian, and
England could do nothing right. At the outset, she
maintained, Bismarck would have been only too happy
for England to have settled the whole question instead
of letting Russia step in and support the Slavs, but
now, owing to the hesitancy of England, Russia had
the beau role of championing the Christians against
the unspeakable Turks. She grew more Bismarckian
yet. She had heard that Bismarck had said that while
Russia was advancing on Constantinople, England
" ought" to take Egypt, and she hastened to press
that singularly typical counsel on the Queen. All
lovers of England were agreed that this would be the
wisest thing she could do, and nobody could under-
stand why she did not seize this excellent opportunity
while Turkey was in such straits. Not only would it
immensely strengthen England's position in the East,
but it would confer untold benefits on that down-
trodden country. Under English rule Egypt would
be liberally governed, its trade and commerce would
increase,, the agriculture of its most fertile soil would
be developed. England, in fact, had a great mission
in Egypt, and it would be delightful to see it accom-
plished in the Queen's reign. She was sure that
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